Video Assignment

1) What territories did Julius Caesar conquer?
Spain and Gaul, which later became France and Belgium, were invaded by Gaius Julius Caesar. Even though he ruled for a brief amount of time, Caesar is considered to have been a tyrant and one of the most influential Roman kings. His conquest of Gaul was possibly carried out in Caesar's view only as a way to his eventual end. He had gained the military power, loot, and reputation he required to obtain a free hand for the challenge of reorganizing the Roman state and the rest of the Greco-Roman world to be prosecuted.
2) What strategies did Julius Caesar use to rise to prominence in Rome? 

Julius Caesar was not seen by the elite as a worthy citizen, so he turned to the urban poor and worked for them. He was able to support his desires with his newfound riches from his second wife, Pompeia. His goal was to make electors willing to take bribes, and to obey whoever pledged the most to the poor. Due to his extravagant spending, he became very popular in Rome. He also forged a political coalition with one of Rome's wealthiest citizens, Crassus. Caesar was later chosen chief priest of Rome and won the governorship of the province of Spain for him. He defeated some rebellious tribes in his new province and was awarded a triumph and later nominated to the office of Consul, one of Rome's most important roles (60 AD).
3) How did Julius Caesar become dictator in Rome? 

There were very rich Crassus and Pompey, and he tried to convert this into political influence. These two men formed a partnership, asking Caesar to join their informal agreement. They wanted him to help them get the votes they needed to make sure that their political agendas could be accomplished and at least a degree of peace in the city could be assured. The triumvirate broke down over time, though. Crassus was killed in combat, and without the dangerously famous Caesar, Pompey began considering thoughts of governing. Caesar routed the armies of Pompey and, victorious and unchallenged, stormed Rome in 46 B.C.E. Caesar made himself the emperor and absolute ruler of Rome and its territories upon his return.
4) Name two of Julius Caesar’s non-military accomplishments. 

He introduced many reforms under his reign that were perceived to be non-military achievements. In Rome, Caesar had to contend with widespread unemployment. The poor have been given a new life in Rome's overseas colonies as a means of minimizing unemployment. When Caesar cut the grain rations in half, those that remained behind and relied on a monthly supply of free grain lost, limiting the number of recipients to 150,000 when 320,000 had been receiving them. However, Caesar arranged for closer supervision of the city's grain supply, and he also helped increase access from overseas to produce.
In Rome, particularly after the outbreak of civil war when lenders demanded repayment of loans, Caesar had to deal with widespread debt and real estate prices plummeted. When individuals hoarded everything they had, the result was a severe lack of coinage in circulation. Realizing the severity of the case, Caesar requested that land at its pre-war worth must be recognized for repayment. He also restored a former law that forbade any one person to keep more than 60,000 sesterces in currency. All interest payments due after the beginning of 49 BC were later cancelled by Caesar and tenants were required to pay no rent for a year.
5) How did Julius Caesar die?

Julius Caesar had asked the Senate to declare him emperor for life in 44 B.C.E. Dictators normally operated for a brief amount of time (usually six months), then resigned. Acts of Caesar threatened to bring an end to the Republic once and for all. A party of senators, expecting this move, planned and executed the murder of Caesar in the Ides of March. While the senators succeeded in putting the life of Caesar to an end, at that time they did not know that the Republic had died with him.
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